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Module Aims

To enable students to explore theoretical and practical means of communication
and media in their chosen area of study.

To introduce the skills required for communicating concepts and ideas within
their chosen area of study.

To provide a practical experience in the application of media that are integral
to solving design problems within a chosen area of study.

To enable an understanding of the students’ own creative process and
practice through engagement in one or more production practices.

To embed good practice in fundamental study skills and professional practice into
the students working method and the studio environment.

Intended Learning Outcomes

Key skills for employability

KS1 Written, oral and media communication skills
KS2 Leadership, team working and networking skills
KS3 Opportunity, creativity and problem solving skills
KS4 Information technology skills and digital literacy
KS5 Information management skills
KS6 Research skills
KS7 Intercultural and sustainability skills
KS8 Career management skills
KS9 Learning to learn (managing personal and professional development, self-
management)
KS10 Numeracy
At the end of this module, students will be able to Key Skills
Recognise and be confident in means of KS1

communication, media and material skills within their
chosen area of study.
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KS2

KS3

Demonstrate and evaluate methods of
2 | communication in the effectiveness of solutions to KS3
design problems.

KS9

KS2

To appropriate and manipulate the technology and KS4
terminology that underpin the materials and

3 | processes in the disciplines of the applied arts and KS6

indicate the application of these in their design
methodology and working practice.
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Recognise and respond creatively to the conventions, KS3

techniques, and various visual languages within the principle
; : . . KS9
skills being explored, and translate them into practical and

aesthetic outcomes

Transferable/key skills and other attributes

¢ Commitment and motivation within a chosen area of study.

e Problem solving skills as they carry out assignments.

¢ Independent and self-directed learning skills.

e Team working skills in assignments that require them to work together.
e Ability in time management/organisational skills in meeting deadlines.
¢ Use of media technology in production processes.

e Interpersonal/communication skills

Derogations

None
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Assessment:

The module will be assessed through a series of short practical assignments involving
glass, metal, and mixed media and ceramic that will explore qualities and properties of
materials in relation to finding solutions to set design problems. Students will be expected
to present their work for group discussion and debate, and articulate how they have
worked in a flexible, creative and independent way. Emphasis will be placed on the
documenting and recording of relevant information concerning the designing and making
processes; the objects produced, and a personal evaluation of learning.

Professional attitude to completing work to deadlines and respecting and contributing to
the working environment of the studio will also be reviewed during this module. In
assessing the learning outcomes, a variety of factors will be taken into account, these
include:-

e Quality of research methods and design development in devising solutions.
e Accuracy and relevancy of processes and technical information.

o Depth of awareness of health and safety issues.
Self-critical personal evaluation of decision making regarding the suitability of materials and
methods in relation to design problem solving

Learnin Word count
Assessment 9 Weighting | Duration (or
Outcomes | Type of assessment : . .
number to be met (%) (if exam) equivalent if
appropriate)
1 14 Coursework 100%

Learning and Teaching Strategies:

The emphasis of these modules is to enable students establish a sound design
methodology and provide them with the means of acquiring communication, media and
material making skills both intellectual and practical, that will enable them to respond to the
needs and requirements of their chosen career.

The skill base of this module will be delivered through a series of lectures,
demonstrations and studio workshops which will equip the students with practical
means to comprehend methods of communication and media guiding their chosen area
of study.

Assignments will be designed to enable students to work independently as well as in
teams utilising research skills in the assimilation and application of their theoretical and
practical understanding of communication and media.

Guidance is available throughout the module in the form of directed group discussion
and individual tuition advice. Peer group analysis and critiques will consider the
effectiveness of solutions to set assignments.

Students will collate and annotate their research.

Syllabus outline:

This module offers the opportunity to produce a body of work that uses communication,
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media and materials skills that can be interpreted in a variety of directions through broad
themed assignments set within the Design programme awards. Students will explore the
design process and problem solving with consideration to target audience and using a
variety of materials media and processes.

Work is presented at the end of weekly deadlines and group critiques provide scope for
reflection on issues arising from the assignments and in understanding working methods
and approach to developing and solving design problems.

Students will use appropriate equipment and studio space, demonstrating a
professional attitude and respect for the working conditions of these environments.

The student will record their experience and organise the research underpinning their
practical work through their reflective journal. These will evaluate their findings and
evidence their personal achievements.

Indicative Content:
Applied Arts — a general introduction to 3-dimensional design through; the process of
creating something from inception to completion, through making, developmental
drawings and maquettes; the development of an understanding of basic safe workshop
methods through practical experimentation with materials to achieve solutions to design
problems.
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